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 NTL 2010-N10 states the following:
“To ensure that an operator is knowledgeable of and will comply 
with all applicable regulations when using subsea BOP systems or
surface BOPs on a floating facility, the operator must include with 
every application for a well permit a statement signed by an 
authorized company official stating that the operator will conduct 
all authorized activities in compliance with all applicable 
regulations, including the Increased Safety Measures for Energy 
Development on the Outer Continental Shelf rulemaking (75 FR 
633346)  The statement should be submitted along with each 
application for a well permit…”

NTL 2010-N10 and Statement of Compliance
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 The section titled “Information Demonstrating Adequate 
Spill Response and Well Containment Resources” states 
the following:

“For operations using subsea BOPs or surface BOPs on floating 
facilities, BOEMRE will evaluate whether each operator has 
submitted adequate information demonstrating that it has access to 
and can deploy surface and subsea containment resources that 
would be adequate to promptly respond to a blowout or other loss
of well control….BOEMRE will evaluate whether each operator 
has provided adequate information in its current OSRP describing
the types and quantities of surface and subsea containment 
equipment that the operator can access in the event of a spill or 
threat of spill, and the deployment time for each, pursuant to 30 
CFR 254.23(d).”

NTL 2010-N10 and Containment
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 The operator must submit with the Application for Permit to Drill 
(APD) a written description of their OSRP containment strategy on a 
well by well basis demonstrating the following to immediately abate 
the source of the spill (per 30 CFR 254.5(c)):
a. Debris removal capability.
b. Dispersant injection capability.
c. Must have access to and installation capability of a Capping 

Stack or its functional equivalent.
d. Deployment capability of a Top-Hat or its functional equivalent. 

This will include some collection capability in the range of 
8000-12000 bbl/day.  As we can recall from Macondo, Top-
Hats tend to be inefficient from a sealing perspective thus we 
consider this a stop-gap  measure until a capping stack can be 
installed.

e. Demonstrate well integrity utilizing the Well Containment 
Screening Tool (WCST) in development by MWCC, HWCG, 
and BOEMRE or its functional equivalent.

NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process
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BOEMRE Review Process FlowchartBOEMRE Review Process Flowchart
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Wellbore containment flowchartWellbore containment flowchart
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 WCST Sections 1-2 screenshot:

NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 WCST Section 3 screenshot:
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 WCST Section 4 screenshot:
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 WCST Section 5 screenshot:
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 WCST Section 6A screenshot:
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 WCST Section 6B screenshot:
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 WCST Section 6C screenshot:
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 BOEMRE will then evaluate the well design to determine 
which of the following categories a well falls into:

a. Can the well be shut in with full well bore integrity?
- This means that if the well is shut-in, will the casing burst and/or 

will shut-in pressure break down a casing shoe and cause an 
underground flow?  .

- If the well bore passes this evaluation, containment can be 
approved if all of the other items mentioned previously (items a
through e) are in place.

b. If well bore integrity cannot be demonstrated and it is determined 
that a casing shoe will breakdown causing underground flow, will 
the underground flow eventually broach the sea floor?
- This evaluation will require BOEM Resource Evaluation Section 

(G&G) to evaluate local faulting capable of transmitting flow to
the surface. This is an evaluation of seismic data, and an 
operator’s latest interpreted volume of seismic data should be 
submitted.

- If seismic data indicates that the underground flow will not 
broach to the seafloor, containment can be approved if all of the 
other items mentioned previously (items a through e) are in 
place.
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 BOEMRE will then evaluate the well design to determine 
which of the following categories the well falls into:

c. If well bore integrity is not capable of being achieved or if a shut-
in will result in an underground flow that broaches the sea floor, 
containment can only be approved if an operator can 
demonstrate cap, flow, and collection capability in additions to 
the other items mentioned previously (items a through e).

- At this time, no operator has approached BOEMRE with a 
suggestion that cap, flow, and collect is a preferred option. 

- This option requires a complete flow analysis by the operator to
determine the required surface process flow capacity.

- Industry appears ready to design wells that can be shut in at the 
sea floor without compromising well bore integrity; however, 
our well analysis will ultimately determine this outcome.

- This flow analysis will ultimately drive how much flow capacity 
the containment organization and/or operators acquire.
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NTL 2010-N10 Containment Review Process (cont.)

 How the well containment plan is submitted?

- At this time the well containment plan is to be 
submitted two ways:
1. A copy is to be submitted to the Houma District to 

Bryan Domangue’s attention.
Bryan Domangue
BOEMRE Houma District
3804 Country Drive
Bourg, Louisiana 70343

2. A copy should also be submitted along with the 
APD.  



QUESTIONS???QUESTIONS???
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